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EVPA &EVPA &  
EuropeanEuropean  
CommissionCommission  
PartnershipPartnership

The Partnership recognisesThe Partnership recognises  
the role EVPA plays as athe role EVPA plays as a  

network prom oting societalnetwork prom oting societal  
im pact through investing forim pact through investing for  

im pact and is aim ed atim pact and is aim ed at  
encouraging furtherencouraging further  

developm ent of socialdevelopm ent of social  
finance in Europe. finance in Europe. 

Priority 1Priority 1

Support theSupport the  
Commission inCommission in  
its outreachits outreach  
activities atactivities at  
EU, nationalEU, national  
and localand local  
level with thelevel with the  
aim ofaim of   
ensuring theensuring the  
implementatiimplementati
on ofon of   
EuropeanEuropean  
policies in thepolicies in the  
area of  socialarea of  social  
entrepreneurentrepreneur
shipship

Priority 2Priority 2

Reinforce theReinforce the  
capacity ofcapacity of   
EVPAEVPA  
members,members,  
includingincluding  
throughthrough  
offering aoffering a  
platform forplatform for  
the exchangethe exchange  
of  goodof  good  
practices inpractices in  
the relevantthe relevant  
field, andfield, and  
raisingraising  
awareness onawareness on  
relevant EUrelevant EU  
policiespolicies

Priority 3Priority 3

Voice theVoice the  
concerns andconcerns and  
expectationsexpectations  
ofof   
organisationsorganisations  
facilitatingfacilitating  
access toaccess to  
finance tofinance to  
(potential)(potential)  
entrepreneurentrepreneur
s f roms from  
disadvantagedisadvantage
d and under-d and under-
representedrepresented  
groups /groups /  
socialsocial  
enterprisesenterprises

Priority 4Priority 4

Provide dataProvide data  
/ research on/ research on  
developmentdevelopment
s in the fields in the field  
and onand on  
priority topicspriority topics
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EU WEBINARSEU WEBINARS
Through 3 EU policyThrough 3 EU policy  
webinars we raisedwebinars we raised    

awareness of 311awareness of 311  
members andmembers and  

practitioners in thepractitioners in the  
impact space aboutimpact space about  

ESF+, the EU response toESF+, the EU response to  
COVID19 and the JustCOVID19 and the Just  

TransitionTransition
35 new members35 new members

primarily in North Western Europe, butprimarily in North Western Europe, but  
also in Southern Europealso in Southern Europe

31 exchanges with31 exchanges with  
members to informmembers to inform  

them about EUthem about EU  
fundingfunding  

opportunities foropportunities for  
social financesocial finance  

providersproviders

3 policy briefs on relevant EU3 policy briefs on relevant EU  
policy initiatives related topolicy initiatives related to  

social innovationsocial innovation

In partnership with EBN andIn partnership with EBN and  
ART-ER, EVPA organised anART-ER, EVPA organised an  

online online reverse pitchingreverse pitching  
sessionsession for the Italian for the Italian  

market, bringing amarket, bringing a  
European perspective to 38European perspective to 38  

participants participants 
  

We launched our 2nd public annualWe launched our 2nd public annual  
report highlighting EVPA’s mainreport highlighting EVPA’s main  

activities and achievements in 2019activities and achievements in 2019

150+ participants attended our150+ participants attended our  
trainings and 96% wouldtrainings and 96% would  

recommend them to peersrecommend them to peers

We published the Investing We published the Investing forfor  
Impact Toolkit as a guide forImpact Toolkit as a guide for  

newcomers to the impactnewcomers to the impact  
space and early-stagespace and early-stage  
investors for impactinvestors for impact
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Through 2 webinars we shared withThrough 2 webinars we shared with  
337 members337 members, practitioners, practitioners  

academics and people interested inacademics and people interested in  

our sector, the findings and insightsour sector, the findings and insights  

from of our latest research projectsfrom of our latest research projects  
on incubators and accelerators andon incubators and accelerators and  

the impact ecosystem.the impact ecosystem.

54 exchanges54 exchanges – research – research  
enquiries, advices andenquiries, advices and  

connections – with practitioners,connections – with practitioners,  
members and non-members,members and non-members,  

academics and people interestedacademics and people interested  
in investing for impact and VP.in investing for impact and VP.

We described the investing forWe described the investing for  
impact ecosystem thanks toimpact ecosystem thanks to  

the data the data 112 European112 European  
practitionerspractitioners shared with us shared with us  

through through 5 tailored-made5 tailored-made  
survey questionnairessurvey questionnaires..

Go to the next pageGo to the next page
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311 members and311 members and  
practitioners in the impactpractitioners in the impact  
space about ESF+, the EUspace about ESF+, the EU  
response to COVID19 andresponse to COVID19 and  

the Just Transitionthe Just Transition

  

Exchanges with authoritiesExchanges with authorities

Through various exchanges with EC officials and otherThrough various exchanges with EC officials and other  
m ultilateral authorities, EVPA enhanced its role as a m ainm ultilateral authorities, EVPA enhanced its role as a m ain  
knowledge source for its m em bers and the broader im pactknowledge source for its m em bers and the broader im pact  
investing ecosystem , including on the future EU policyinvesting ecosystem , including on the future EU policy  
fram ework and 2021-2027 opportunities, as well as the Justfram ework and 2021-2027 opportunities, as well as the Just  
Transition.Transition.

This knowledge was dissem inated through webinars, policyThis knowledge was dissem inated through webinars, policy  
briefs, m eetings with m em bers, and through an briefs, m eetings with m em bers, and through an interviewinterview  
series on the Just Transitionseries on the Just Transition published on our com m unication published on our com m unication  
channels.channels.

  

EU webinarsEU webinars

Through Through 3 EU policy webinars3 EU policy webinars we raised  awareness of 311 we raised  awareness of 311  
m em bers and practitioners in the im pact space about ESF+,m em bers and practitioners in the im pact space about ESF+,  
the EU response to COVID19 and the Just Transition. 86.1 % ofthe EU response to COVID19 and the Just Transition. 86.1 % of  
the participants indicated that the webinars increased theirthe participants indicated that the webinars increased their  
knowledge on the related topic.knowledge on the related topic.

  

EU NewsEU News

We produced We produced 3 policy briefs3 policy briefs on relevant EU policy initiatives on relevant EU policy initiatives  
related to social innovation. In addition, we continued torelated to social innovation. In addition, we continued to  
update our update our EU funding webpageEU funding webpage (3,643 total unique page (3,643 total unique page  
views) to inform  our m em bers and social finance providers ofviews) to inform  our m em bers and social finance providers of  
EU funding opportunities.EU funding opportunities.

Learning opportunities for membersLearning opportunities for members

Through 31 exchanges with our m em bers, we inform ed themThrough 31 exchanges with our m em bers, we inform ed them   
about EU funding opportunities for social finance providers. Weabout EU funding opportunities for social finance providers. We  
also organised a workshop on “Leveraging EU Funding foralso organised a workshop on “Leveraging EU Funding for  
Social Finance Providers” at EVPA’s online annual conferenceSocial Finance Providers” at EVPA’s online annual conference  
in Septem ber 2020. These exchanges increased theirin Septem ber 2020. These exchanges increased their  
knowledge of several EU program m es and funds and howknowledge of several EU program m es and funds and how  
they can benefit from  them .they can benefit from  them .

  

86.1% of the participants86.1% of the participants  
indicated that the webinarsindicated that the webinars  
increased their knowledgeincreased their knowledge  

on the related topicon the related topic

https://evpa.eu.com/knowledge-centre/publications/investing-in-climate-neutrality-and-social-inclusion
https://evpa.eu.com/events/previous-webinars
https://evpa.eu.com/knowledge-centre/research-and-tools#policy
https://evpa.eu.com/policy/eu-funding
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Policy Webinar: COVID-19 and the EUPolicy Webinar: COVID-19 and the EU  
Response - How ”SURE” will EuropeResponse - How ”SURE” will Europe  
be?be?

During this webinar we heard which m easures the Com m ission took forDuring this webinar we heard which m easures the Com m ission took for  
tem porary support. We deepened our understanding of the ”SURE”tem porary support. We deepened our understanding of the ”SURE”  
program m e (”Support to m itigate Unem ploym ent Risks in an Em ergency”)program m e (”Support to m itigate Unem ploym ent Risks in an Em ergency”)  
proposed by the Com m ission as a European instrum ent to ensure thatproposed by the Com m ission as a European instrum ent to ensure that  
workers receive an incom e and businesses keep their staff. Finally, weworkers receive an incom e and businesses keep their staff. Finally, we  
delved into the challenges faced by practitioners, sharing the best practicesdelved into the challenges faced by practitioners, sharing the best practices  
in confronting the current Corona-virus crisis.in confronting the current Corona-virus crisis.

Go to the next priorityGo to the next priority

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMF1zeOAVps
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85 participants in85 participants in  
our courses aimingour courses aiming  
to increase the skillsto increase the skills  

and capacities ofand capacities of  
investors for andinvestors for and  

with impact.with impact.

9 in 10 would9 in 10 would  
recommend them torecommend them to  

a peer.a peer.

  

EVPA communityEVPA community

In 2020 EVPA gained 35 new m em bers prim arily in North WesternIn 2020 EVPA gained 35 new m em bers prim arily in North Western  
Europe, but also in Southern Europe. Our m em bership survey helpedEurope, but also in Southern Europe. Our m em bership survey helped  
us better understand m em bers’ needs and interests and thereforeus better understand m em bers’ needs and interests and therefore  
im prove the effectiveness of venture philanthrophy/socialim prove the effectiveness of venture philanthrophy/social  
investm ent practitioners within EVPA’s m em bership.investm ent practitioners within EVPA’s m em bership.

  

Exchanges and peer learning between practitionersExchanges and peer learning between practitioners

EVPA convened 106 senior venture philanthropy/social investm entEVPA convened 106 senior venture philanthropy/social investm ent  
practitioners (Venice Gathering) to discuss current sector challengespractitioners (Venice Gathering) to discuss current sector challenges  
and successes. In addition, we had 74 m eetings with m em bers andand successes. In addition, we had 74 m eetings with m em bers and  
prospects (one-on-one and groups) and organised or spoke at 13prospects (one-on-one and groups) and organised or spoke at 13  
events in local m arkets.events in local m arkets.

  
Communication to and beween membersCommunication to and beween members

In 2020, we focused on im proving the inform ation flow and increasingIn 2020, we focused on im proving the inform ation flow and increasing  
the content published on EVPA’s website, leading to an increase inthe content published on EVPA’s website, leading to an increase in  
the num ber of visitors (+40%) and sessions (+35%). Resources werethe num ber of visitors (+40%) and sessions (+35%). Resources were  
also invested in adding new functionalities to our online platform  foralso invested in adding new functionalities to our online platform  for  
m em bers to offer them  better services and interaction.m em bers to offer them  better services and interaction.

  

Training AcademyTraining Academy

We organised two online courses aim ing to increase the skills andWe organised two online courses aim ing to increase the skills and  
capacities of investors for and with im pact: the capacities of investors for and with im pact: the Social Im pactSocial Im pact  
Managem ent and Measurem ent courseManagem ent and Measurem ent course and the  and the Crash Course onCrash Course on  
Venture Philanthropy and Social Investm entVenture Philanthropy and Social Investm ent. In total, 85 participants. In total, 85 participants  
joined the courses and 9 in 10 participants would recom m end them  tojoined the courses and 9 in 10 participants would recom m end them  to  
a peer.a peer.

  

Bridging the gap between supply and demandBridging the gap between supply and demand

In partnership with EBN and ART-ER (regional partner in Italy), EVPAIn partnership with EBN and ART-ER (regional partner in Italy), EVPA  
organised an online organised an online reverse pitching sessionreverse pitching session for the Italian m arket, for the Italian m arket,  
bringing a European perspective to 38 participants.bringing a European perspective to 38 participants.

  

Annual ReportAnnual Report

We launched our public We launched our public annual reportannual report, highlighting EVPA’s m ain, highlighting EVPA’s m ain  
activities and achievem ents in 2019, and therefore raising awarenessactivities and achievem ents in 2019, and therefore raising awareness  
of the investing for im pact space and attracting new actors to thisof the investing for im pact space and attracting new actors to this  
space.space.

  

35 new members in 202035 new members in 2020

https://evpa.eu.com/events/event/2020-11-03-social-impact-measurement-and-management/
https://evpa.eu.com/events/event/21-09-2020-crash-course-on-venture-philanthropy-and-social-investment/
https://evpa.eu.com/news/2020/webinar-series-on-impact-investing-dedicated-to-the-italian-market
https://evpa.eu.com/news/2020/the-evpa-annual-report-2019-is-out
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Go to the next priorityGo to the next priority

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6zkqaJgsIoQ
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These best practices in public-These best practices in public-
private initiatives for socialprivate initiatives for social  

investment from across Europeinvestment from across Europe  
(Spain, Ireland, France, United(Spain, Ireland, France, United  

Kingdom, Netherlands)Kingdom, Netherlands)  
enhanced the knowledge ofenhanced the knowledge of  

practitiones and policy makerspractitiones and policy makers

  

Exchanges with EVPA m em bersExchanges with EVPA m em bers
We had 8 exchanges with m em bers to get insights onWe had 8 exchanges with m em bers to get insights on  
activities im plem ented within the national social investm entactivities im plem ented within the national social investm ent  
ecosystem , with the potential to be replicable and scale up inecosystem , with the potential to be replicable and scale up in  
other countries or at EU level.other countries or at EU level.

Best practices in public-private initiatives Best practices in public-private initiatives 
We published a series of We published a series of best practices in public-privatebest practices in public-private  
collaborationcollaboration within different national im pact investm ent within different national im pact investm ent  
ecosystem s. These 5 case studies enhanced the knowledgeecosystem s. These 5 case studies enhanced the knowledge  
of other practitioners on public-private initiatives as well asof other practitioners on public-private initiatives as well as  
policy m akers on the initiatives which need attention forpolicy m akers on the initiatives which need attention for  
scaling up.scaling up.

Contribution to Social Business Initiative studyContribution to Social Business Initiative study
EVPA voiced the concerns of its m em bers and  contributed toEVPA voiced the concerns of its m em bers and  contributed to  
highlighting the m ain financial challenges and current gaps inhighlighting the m ain financial challenges and current gaps in  
the social im pact investing ecosystem . We also activelythe social im pact investing ecosystem . We also actively  
participated in expert group events (GECES) supporting theparticipated in expert group events (GECES) supporting the  
study.study.

Awareness raisingAwareness raising
EVPA staff represented the experiences and concerns ofEVPA staff represented the experiences and concerns of  
social investors at 10 different events. We also dissem inatedsocial investors at 10 different events. We also dissem inated  
relevant policy practices and reports through our onlinerelevant policy practices and reports through our online  
channels.channels.

EVPA and its members take part inEVPA and its members take part in  
the consultation on thethe consultation on the  

implementation of the Europeanimplementation of the European  
Pillar of Social RightsPillar of Social Rights

https://evpa.eu.com/policy/nexus-2020
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Go to the next priorityGo to the next priority
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Rea d the  s tories

Investing for Impact Industry SurveyInvesting for Impact Industry Survey

This survey, based on data collected from  112 investors forThis survey, based on data collected from  112 investors for  
im pact, is a unique source of data to understand the sector’sim pact, is a unique source of data to understand the sector’s  
trends and is used to inform  data driven policy m aking intrends and is used to inform  data driven policy m aking in  
Europe. We dissem inated Europe. We dissem inated three infographicsthree infographics highlighting key highlighting key  
insights and trends, as well as an overview of the two m aininsights and trends, as well as an overview of the two m ain  
types of investors for im pact: foundations and engaged grant-types of investors for im pact: foundations and engaged grant-
m akers and im pact funds. The full  m akers and im pact funds. The full  interactive reportinteractive report will be will be  
launched in February 2021.launched in February 2021.

Investing for Impact ToolkitInvesting for Impact Toolkit

We published this We published this toolkit toolkit as a guide for newcom ers to theas a guide for newcom ers to the  
im pact space and for early-stage investors for im pact. It alsoim pact space and for early-stage investors for im pact. It also  
includes a com pilation of the research m aterials developed byincludes a com pilation of the research m aterials developed by  
EVPA over the years.EVPA over the years.

Success StoriesSuccess Stories

We showcased We showcased new storiesnew stories of successful social purpose of successful social purpose  
organisations with innovative business m odels supported byorganisations with innovative business m odels supported by  
investors for im pact. We also released the docum entaryinvestors for im pact. We also released the docum entary  
“Investing for Im pact: Ordinary Work for Extraordinary People”.“Investing for Im pact: Ordinary Work for Extraordinary People”.  
In addition, we created the website In addition, we created the website Unitus EuropeUnitus Europe, through, through  
which we shared best practices on how investors for im pactwhich we shared best practices on how investors for im pact  
are responding to the COVID-19 pandem ic.are responding to the COVID-19 pandem ic.

  

Research webinarsResearch webinars

Through 2 webinars (Through 2 webinars (herehere and  and herehere), we shared findings and), we shared findings and  
insights from  our latest research projects (i.e . the report oninsights from  our latest research projects (i.e . the report on  
incubators and accelerators; and the Investing for Im pactincubators and accelerators; and the Investing for Im pact  
toolkit) with 337 m em bers, practitioners, academ ics andtoolkit) with 337 m em bers, practitioners, academ ics and  
people interested in our ecosystem , also inviting 6 externalpeople interested in our ecosystem , also inviting 6 external  
experts to contribute to the discussion. experts to contribute to the discussion. 

  

External publicationsExternal publications

In order to gather and dissem inate knowledge, 63 researchIn order to gather and dissem inate knowledge, 63 research  
reports of relevance to the sector were uploaded to our reports of relevance to the sector were uploaded to our 
External LibraryExternal Library..

Research CircleResearch Circle

We continued to contribute to external research and contentWe continued to contribute to external research and content  
creation, through exchanges with practitioners, m em bers andcreation, through exchanges with practitioners, m em bers and  
non-m em bers, academ ics and people interested in investingnon-m em bers, academ ics and people interested in investing  
for im pact and venture philanthropy (i.e . 54. researchfor im pact and venture philanthropy (i.e . 54. research  
enquiries, advices and connections in total) and throughenquiries, advices and connections in total) and through  
participation in diverse research groups.participation in diverse research groups.

Data collected from 112 investorsData collected from 112 investors  
for impactfor impact

Rea d more  a bout  the  survey

https://stories.evpa.eu.com/
https://evpa.eu.com/knowledge-centre/publications/the-2020-investing-for-impact-survey
https://indd.adobe.com/view/826b1561-a966-4f90-94be-3ef6a311ced1
https://evpa.eu.com/knowledge-centre/publications/investing-for-impact-toolkit
http://stories.evpa.eu.com/
https://unituseurope.org/
https://evpa.eu.com/events/event/webinar-enablers-of-impact-the-role-of-incubators-and-accelerators-in-bridging-investment-and-solutions
https://evpa.eu.com/events/event/2020-10-28-investing-for-impact-in-practice-how-to-build-successful-investment-strategies/
https://evpa.eu.com/knowledge-centre/external-publications
https://evpa.eu.com/knowledge-centre/publications/the-2020-investing-for-impact-survey
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Investing for Impact: Ordinary WorkInvesting for Impact: Ordinary Work  
for Extraordinary Peoplefor Extraordinary People

Meet Lars, the founder of Unicus, an IT com pany that hires people withMeet Lars, the founder of Unicus, an IT com pany that hires people with  
autism  and tap into their strengths and attention to detail! Discover how ourautism  and tap into their strengths and attention to detail! Discover how our  
m em ber, Ferd Social Entrepreneurs has supported Unicus over the years.m em ber, Ferd Social Entrepreneurs has supported Unicus over the years.  
This is a great exam ple of what investing for im pact m eans.This is a great exam ple of what investing for im pact m eans.

Rea d more  a bout  the  s tory

Go to the next priorityGo to the next priority

https://stories.evpa.eu.com/unicus-ferd-social-entrepreneurs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXKP7QSt1cg
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ConclusionConclusion
This Partnership has increased EVPA’s ability to work closely with EUThis Partnership has increased EVPA’s ability to work closely with EU  
institutions and better represent the interest of its m em bers byinstitutions and better represent the interest of its m em bers by  
strengthening the links between EU policy m akers and practitioners.strengthening the links between EU policy m akers and practitioners.  
The added value of the EU's support to EVPA is crucial – bringingThe added value of the EU's support to EVPA is crucial – bringing  
increased credibility to the social investm ent m arket, giving visibilityincreased credibility to the social investm ent m arket, giving visibility  
to the work of investors for im pact, and allowing EVPA to increase andto the work of investors for im pact, and allowing EVPA to increase and  
im prove its services to the sector.im prove its services to the sector.

Throughout 2020 EVPA prom oted its new Charter of Investors forThroughout 2020 EVPA prom oted its new Charter of Investors for  
Im pact. Special focus was given to Principle 8 (Proactively enhanceIm pact. Special focus was given to Principle 8 (Proactively enhance  
collaboration with others), which was also the m ain them e of thecollaboration with others), which was also the m ain them e of the  
EVPA Annual Conference. Collaboration is increasingly im portant as itEVPA Annual Conference. Collaboration is increasingly im portant as it  
is only together that we can address the challenges that the Covid-19is only together that we can address the challenges that the Covid-19  
pandem ic has m ade even m ore acute.pandem ic has m ade even m ore acute.

To support the growth of the sector in the future, we need to continueTo support the growth of the sector in the future, we need to continue  
to play a crucial advisory role for the EC on the social im pact investingto play a crucial advisory role for the EC on the social im pact investing  
ecosystem . We also need to reinforce our com m unication andecosystem . We also need to reinforce our com m unication and  
advocacy work to bring the investors for im pact narrative closer to theadvocacy work to bring the investors for im pact narrative closer to the  
m ainstream .m ainstream .

Given the increased dem and for better com m unication on public-Given the increased dem and for better com m unication on public-
private collaboration and co-investm ent opportunities at the EU level,private collaboration and co-investm ent opportunities at the EU level,  
we will continue to showcase how practitioners have successfullywe will continue to showcase how practitioners have successfully  
im plem ented the venture philanthropy approach and how socialim plem ented the venture philanthropy approach and how social  
enterprises have benefitted from  the financial and non-financialenterprises have benefitted from  the financial and non-financial  
support provided by investors for im pact. support provided by investors for im pact. 

Thanks for reading ourThanks for reading our  
report!report!

Feel free to reach out if you have anyFeel free to reach out if you have any  
questions: questions: info@evpa.eu.cominfo@evpa.eu.com

Rea d more  a bout  our work

https://evpa.eu.com/
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