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EVPA &EVPA &  
EuropeanEuropean  
CommissiCommissi
onon  
PartnershiPartnershi
pp

The PartnershipThe Partnership  
recognises the role EVPArecognises the role EVPA  

plays as a networkplays as a network  
prom oting societalprom oting societal  

im pact through investingim pact through investing  
for im pact and is aim edfor im pact and is aim ed  
at encouraging furtherat encouraging further  
developm ent of socialdevelopm ent of social  

finance in Europe. finance in Europe. 

Priority 1Priority 1

Support theSupport the   
Commission inCommission in  
its outreachits outreach  
activities at EU,activities at EU,  
national andnational and  
local leve l withlocal leve l with  
the  aim ofthe  aim of  
ensuring theensuring the   
implementationimplementation  
of Europeanof European  
policies in thepolicies in the   
re levant area.re levant area.

PriorityPriority  
22

ReinforceReinforce  
thethe  
capacity ofcapacity of   
thethe  
network'snetwork's  
members,members,  
includingincluding  
throughthrough  
offering aoffering a  
platform forplatform for  
thethe  
exchangeexchange  
of  goodof  good  
practices inpractices in  
thethe  
relevantrelevant  
field, andfield, and  
raisingraising  
awarenessawareness  
on relevanton relevant  
EU policies.EU policies.

PriorPrior
ity 3ity 3

Voice theVoice the  
concerns andconcerns and  
expectationsexpectations  
ofof   
organisationsorganisations  
facilitatingfacilitating  
access toaccess to  
finance tofinance to  
(potential)(potential)  
entrepreneursentrepreneurs  
f romfrom  
disadvantagedisadvantage
d and under-d and under-
representedrepresented  
groups /groups /  
socialsocial  
enterprisesenterprises

Priority 4Priority 4

Provide data /Provide data /  
research onresearch on  
developments in thedevelopments in the  
field and on priorityfield and on priority  
topicstopics
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EU WEBINARSEU WEBINARS
Through 3 EU webinarsThrough 3 EU webinars  
we have informed 172we have informed 172  

members andmembers and  
practitioners in thepractitioners in the  
impact space aboutimpact space about  

several EU policies in theseveral EU policies in the  
social finance field.social finance field. 65 new members65 new members

primarily in North Western Europe,primarily in North Western Europe,  
some in Central and Eastern Europe,some in Central and Eastern Europe,  

and Southern Europeand Southern Europe

16 exchanges with16 exchanges with  
members to informmembers to inform  
them about the EUthem about the EU  

fundingfunding  
opportunitiesopportunities

4 policy briefs about relevant4 policy briefs about relevant  
EU initiatives and 2 policyEU initiatives and 2 policy  

related updatesrelated updates

2 policy sessions at2 policy sessions at  
the EVPA Annualthe EVPA Annual  
Conference whichConference which  
took place in Thetook place in The  

Hague, in NovemberHague, in November
  

1st EVPA Annual Impact Report1st EVPA Annual Impact Report
highlighting the main activities andhighlighting the main activities and  
achievements of EVPA in 2018 withachievements of EVPA in 2018 with  

the purpose to give a clearer idea onthe purpose to give a clearer idea on  
the investing for impact spacethe investing for impact space

134 participants for our Training134 participants for our Training  
Academy courses and 8.5/10Academy courses and 8.5/10  
would recommend the coursewould recommend the course  

to a peerto a peer

1 report on 15 years of impact,1 report on 15 years of impact,  
including a "Charter ofincluding a "Charter of  

Investors for Impact" and aInvestors for Impact" and a  
"Roadmap for Investors for"Roadmap for Investors for  

Impact"Impact"
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Big Money in the ImpactBig Money in the Impact  
Space on the topic ofSpace on the topic of  

InvestEU: 25 participantsInvestEU: 25 participants  
and 4 speakers from ESADE,and 4 speakers from ESADE,  

EIF, DG EMPL, EBRD.EIF, DG EMPL, EBRD.

Support the Commission in its outreachSupport the Commission in its outreach  
activities at EU, national and local levelsactivities at EU, national and local levels  

with the aim of ensuring thewith the aim of ensuring the  
implementation of European policies inimplementation of European policies in  

the relevant areathe relevant area

Exchanges with authoritiesExchanges with authorities
Through the various exchanges with EC officials and otherThrough the various exchanges with EC officials and other  
m ultilateral authorities, the knowledge within EVPA wasm ultilateral authorities, the knowledge within EVPA was  
enhanced, and this was in turn passed on to m em bersenhanced, and this was in turn passed on to m em bers  
through qualitative content in the form  of m assthrough qualitative content in the form  of m ass  
com m unication (webinars & policy briefs), but also duringcom m unication (webinars & policy briefs), but also during  
individual m eetings with several m em bers.individual m eetings with several m em bers.

EU NewsEU News
Through 3 EU webinars we have inform ed 172 m em bers andThrough 3 EU webinars we have inform ed 172 m em bers and  
practitioners in the im pact space about several EU policies inpractitioners in the im pact space about several EU policies in  
the social finance field. 71.3% of the participants indicated thatthe social finance field. 71.3% of the participants indicated that  
the webinars increased their knowledge on the related topic.the webinars increased their knowledge on the related topic.

Policy sessionsPolicy sessions
At the EVPA Annual Conference which took place in TheAt the EVPA Annual Conference which took place in The  
Hague, in Novem ber 2019, we organised two workshops:Hague, in Novem ber 2019, we organised two workshops:

Big Money in the Impact Space on the topic of InvestEU: 25Big Money in the Impact Space on the topic of InvestEU: 25  
participants and 4 speakers from ESADE, EIF, DG EMPL, EBRDparticipants and 4 speakers from ESADE, EIF, DG EMPL, EBRD
Revolution in the Welfare Service Delivery on Impact Bonds: 22Revolution in the Welfare Service Delivery on Impact Bonds: 22  
participants and 7 speakers from VDAB, Social Finance NL, Socialparticipants and 7 speakers from VDAB, Social Finance NL, Social  
Finance UK, EIF, Portugal Social Innovation, Start Foundation NLFinance UK, EIF, Portugal Social Innovation, Start Foundation NL  
& Yunus Social Business.& Yunus Social Business.

71.3% of the participants71.3% of the participants  
indicated that the webinarsindicated that the webinars  
increased their knowledgeincreased their knowledge  

on the related topic.on the related topic.

Policy session - EVPA Annual ConferencePolicy session - EVPA Annual Conference

Big Money in the Impact SpaceBig Money in the Impact Space
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As a catalyst, EVPA connectsAs a catalyst, EVPA connects  
relevant stakeholders andrelevant stakeholders and  

facilitates conversation andfacilitates conversation and  
collaboration between themcollaboration between them  

on key policy topics.on key policy topics.

EU newsEU news
In 2019, we produced 4 policy briefs about relevant EU policyIn 2019, we produced 4 policy briefs about relevant EU policy  
initiatives or subjects of m ajor attention in the socialinitiatives or subjects of m ajor attention in the social  
innovation ecosystem  & 2 policy related updates. In addition,innovation ecosystem  & 2 policy related updates. In addition,  
in order to inform  our m em bers on the funding opportunitiesin order to inform  our m em bers on the funding opportunities  
m ade available by the European Com m ission, we havem ade available by the European Com m ission, we have  
continued to update the EU funding webpage (949 totalcontinued to update the EU funding webpage (949 total  
unique page views), which offers easy access to theunique page views), which offers easy access to the  
inform ation for social finance providers.inform ation for social finance providers.

Exchanges with m em bersExchanges with m em bers
Through 16 exchanges with our m em bers, we inform ed themThrough 16 exchanges with our m em bers, we inform ed them   
about the EU funding opportunities for social financeabout the EU funding opportunities for social finance  
providers. These exchanges increased their knowledge on theproviders. These exchanges increased their knowledge on the  
existence of several EU program m es and funds, and how theyexistence of several EU program m es and funds, and how they  
can benefit from  them .can benefit from  them .

As a thought leaderAs a thought leader  
within the impactwithin the impact  

space, EVPA monitorsspace, EVPA monitors  
and communicatesand communicates  

noteworthynoteworthy  
developments in thedevelopments in the  

sector at European andsector at European and  
national level, andnational level, and  

voices concerns andvoices concerns and  
expectations of itsexpectations of its  

network tonetwork to  
policymakers.policymakers.

Policy Webinar: InvestEU - What's inPolicy Webinar: InvestEU - What's in  
for Venture Philanthropists and Socialfor Venture Philanthropists and Social  
Investors?Investors?

On 11 Decem ber, together with MAZE we organised a webinar on InvestEU.On 11 Decem ber, together with MAZE we organised a webinar on InvestEU.  
Bernardo Urrutia from  the European Com m ission, presented the plan withBernardo Urrutia from  the European Com m ission, presented the plan with  
a focus on the social investm ent window and the ESF+, and Dr. Markusa focus on the social investm ent window and the ESF+, and Dr. Markus  
Freiburg from  FASE m ade suggestions on the m ulti-annual financialFreiburg from  FASE m ade suggestions on the m ulti-annual financial  
fram ework from  a practitioner’s perspective.fram ework from  a practitioner’s perspective.

Go to the next priorityGo to the next priority

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p26HtMSaFzM
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77% expressed that their77% expressed that their  
knowledge of trends andknowledge of trends and  
approaches has deepenedapproaches has deepened  
thanks to our research onthanks to our research on  

best practices best practices 

Reinforce the capacity of the network'sReinforce the capacity of the network's  
members, including through offering amembers, including through offering a  

platform for the exchange of goodplatform for the exchange of good  
practices in the relevant field, and raisingpractices in the relevant field, and raising  

awareness on relevant EU policiesawareness on relevant EU policies

Annual reportAnnual report
In 2019, we launched our first public annual report. We’veIn 2019, we launched our first public annual report. We’ve  
highlighted the m ain activities and achievem ents of EVPA inhighlighted the m ain activities and achievem ents of EVPA in  
2018 with the purpose to give a clearer idea on the investing2018 with the purpose to give a clearer idea on the investing  
for im pact space and attract new actors interested to createfor im pact space and attract new actors interested to create  
m ore im pact. In addition, the report com prises them ore im pact. In addition, the report com prises the  
m em bership survey results represented in variousm em bership survey results represented in various  
‘infographics’, as well as the m ain achievem ents of EVPA in‘infographics’, as well as the m ain achievem ents of EVPA in  
the last 15 years.the last 15 years.

WebsiteWebsite
In Septem ber 2019, we published an im proved version of theIn Septem ber 2019, we published an im proved version of the  
website, tackling m ainly design issues. The new version iswebsite, tackling m ainly design issues. The new version is  
m ore user-friendly and integrates better the different tracksm ore user-friendly and integrates better the different tracks  
of the EVPA activities. We’ve had an increase of 38% in theof the EVPA activities. We’ve had an increase of 38% in the  
num ber of total visits and 30% in the num ber of unique visits.num ber of total visits and 30% in the num ber of unique visits.

Encounters and exchanges between practitionersEncounters and exchanges between practitioners
EVPA convened 60 senior leader VP/SI practitioners (VeniceEVPA convened 60 senior leader VP/SI practitioners (Venice  
Gathering) to discuss around current sector challenges andGathering) to discuss around current sector challenges and  
successes. In addition, we had 94 one on one m eetings withsuccesses. In addition, we had 94 one on one m eetings with  
m em bers and prospects and organised or spoke at 24 eventsm em bers and prospects and organised or spoke at 24 events  
in local m arkets.in local m arkets.

76% see EVPA as clearly a76% see EVPA as clearly a  
network of investors fornetwork of investors for  

impactimpact
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"The more EVPA organises"The more EVPA organises  
moments where sharing andmoments where sharing and  

collective intelligencecollective intelligence  
emerges, the more impact theyemerges, the more impact they  

will make!"will make!"

Lisa Brandstetter, ImpactLisa Brandstetter, Impact  
Investment Manager, ScheuchInvestment Manager, Scheuch  

Impact GmbHImpact GmbH

Com m unityCom m unity
In 2019, EVPA acquired 65 new m em bers prim arily in NorthIn 2019, EVPA acquired 65 new m em bers prim arily in North  
Western Europe, som e in Central and Eastern Europe, andWestern Europe, som e in Central and Eastern Europe, and  
Southern Europe. We achieved a 34 m em ber net growthSouthern Europe. We achieved a 34 m em ber net growth  
m oreover 74% (48) of EVPA m em bers are practising venturem oreover 74% (48) of EVPA m em bers are practising venture  
philanthropy/social investm ent.philanthropy/social investm ent.

Incubators & Accelerators reportIncubators & Accelerators report
Incubators and accelerators are the actors that have aIncubators and accelerators are the actors that have a  
prom inent role in m atching dem and and supply in the socialprom inent role in m atching dem and and supply in the social  
im pact ecosystem . Together with MAZE, we decided toim pact ecosystem . Together with MAZE, we decided to  
analyse their role and activities, to give a com prehensiveanalyse their role and activities, to give a com prehensive  
overview of the European landscape and com e up with som eoverview of the European landscape and com e up with som e  
recom m endations.recom m endations.

Training Academ yTraining Academ y
In 2019, we organised two courses with the support of theIn 2019, we organised two courses with the support of the  
European Com m ission: the Social Im pact Measurem ent andEuropean Com m ission: the Social Im pact Measurem ent and  
Managem ent course (2 editions) and the EVPA Crash CourseManagem ent course (2 editions) and the EVPA Crash Course  
on Venture Philanthropy and Social Investm ent. In total, 134on Venture Philanthropy and Social Investm ent. In total, 134  
participants joined the two courses and about 8.5/10 of theparticipants joined the two courses and about 8.5/10 of the  
participants would recom m end the course to a peer. Theparticipants would recom m end the course to a peer. The  
travel scholarships were assigned to 4 resource-strappedtravel scholarships were assigned to 4 resource-strapped  
organisations.organisations.

83% of members would83% of members would  
recommend EVPA as arecommend EVPA as a  
network to their peersnetwork to their peers
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This timeline shows keyThis timeline shows key  
European policy initiativesEuropean policy initiatives  

paving the way for a favourablepaving the way for a favourable  
social investment space. Itsocial investment space. It  
features both major policyfeatures both major policy  
actions at European andactions at European and  

multilateral levels, includingmultilateral levels, including  
growing funding opportunities,growing funding opportunities,  

and EVPA initiatives.and EVPA initiatives.

Voice the concerns and expectations ofVoice the concerns and expectations of  
organisations facilitating access toorganisations facilitating access to  

finance to (potential) entrepreneursfinance to (potential) entrepreneurs  
from disadvantaged and under-from disadvantaged and under-

represented groups / social enterprisesrepresented groups / social enterprises

Exchanges with EVPA m em bersExchanges with EVPA m em bers
We had 5 exchanges with m em bers of EVPA in order to getWe had 5 exchanges with m em bers of EVPA in order to get  
insights on their perceptions of the European socialinsights on their perceptions of the European social  
investm ent ecosystem , the EU legislation and the EU fundinginvestm ent ecosystem , the EU legislation and the EU funding  
opportunities.opportunities.

Policy initiatives tim elinePolicy initiatives tim eline
We created a policy tim eline “Accelerating Policy For Im pact -We created a policy tim eline “Accelerating Policy For Im pact -  
Key Initiatives in the European Ecosystem ” showing keyKey Initiatives in the European Ecosystem ” showing key  
European policy initiatives both at European and atEuropean policy initiatives both at European and at  
m ultilateral level. It also includes EU funding opportunitiesm ultilateral level. It also includes EU funding opportunities  
and EVPA'S initiatives over the years from  2011 until now.and EVPA'S initiatives over the years from  2011 until now.

InvestEU webinarInvestEU webinar
We organised a webinar on the financial instrum ents underWe organised a webinar on the financial instrum ents under  
InvestEU, titled “Towards InvestEU: Financial Products for theInvestEU, titled “Towards InvestEU: Financial Products for the  
Social Im pact Ecosystem ”. 85% of the participants m entionedSocial Im pact Ecosystem ”. 85% of the participants m entioned  
that the webinar increased their knowledge on EU financialthat the webinar increased their knowledge on EU financial  
instrum ents.instrum ents.

Conference attendanceConference attendance
EVPA staff represented the experiences and concerns ofEVPA staff represented the experiences and concerns of  
social investors at 21 conferences in 9 different countries.social investors at 21 conferences in 9 different countries.

New resourcesNew resources
We gave m ore visibility to existing reports related to policyWe gave m ore visibility to existing reports related to policy  
topics. We selected 5 and included them  in our newsletters,topics. We selected 5 and included them  in our newsletters,  
social m edia and on the website.social m edia and on the website.

85 % of the participants mentioned85 % of the participants mentioned  
that the webinar increased theirthat the webinar increased their  

knowledge on EU financialknowledge on EU financial  
instruments.instruments.

EU Webinar - The InvestEUEU Webinar - The InvestEU  
ProgrammeProgramme

EVPA hosted a free webinar to shed light on InvestEU clarifyingEVPA hosted a free webinar to shed light on InvestEU clarifying  
which would be the financial products under the Social Investm entswhich would be the financial products under the Social Investm ents  
and Skills window of InvestEU, and which role the Europeanand Skills window of InvestEU, and which role the European  
Com m ission (EC) and the Im plem enting Partners (IPs) would playCom m ission (EC) and the Im plem enting Partners (IPs) would play  
in their roll-out.in their roll-out.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxpqiQ00Adw
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Rea d the  s tories

Provide data / research onProvide data / research on  
developments in the field and on prioritydevelopments in the field and on priority  

topicstopics

15 years of im pact report15 years of im pact report
This report, including the “Charter of Investors for Im pact” andThis report, including the “Charter of Investors for Im pact” and  
the “Roadm ap for Investors for Im pact”, takes stock of thethe “Roadm ap for Investors for Im pact”, takes stock of the  
situation of the im pact ecosystem  to identify the way forwardsituation of the im pact ecosystem  to identify the way forward  
for investors for im pact. We zoom  in on specific Europeanfor investors for im pact. We zoom  in on specific European  
regions, looking at the key policy initiatives aim ed at boostingregions, looking at the key policy initiatives aim ed at boosting  
the sector.the sector.

Success StoriesSuccess Stories
We updated our m ini-site stories.evpa.eu.com  with 5 newWe updated our m ini-site stories.evpa.eu.com  with 5 new  
articles and one updated story showcasing real exam ples andarticles and one updated story showcasing real exam ples and  
explaining how investors for im pact can contribute to theexplaining how investors for im pact can contribute to the  
developm ent of an innovative solution to tackle a specificdevelopm ent of an innovative solution to tackle a specific  
social challenge. A new video was also produced and it will besocial challenge. A new video was also produced and it will be  
published beginning of 2020.published beginning of 2020.

Multim edia form atsMultim edia form ats
We produce m ultim edia form ats (such as webinars,We produce m ultim edia form ats (such as webinars,  
infographics, interactive pages etc) to dissem inate theinfographics, interactive pages etc) to dissem inate the  
insights of our research and policy work to reach and engageinsights of our research and policy work to reach and engage  
as m any practitioners as possible. We also screened, sharedas m any practitioners as possible. We also screened, shared  
and dissem inated 106 research reports of relevance to theand dissem inated 106 research reports of relevance to the  
sector.sector.

72 experts involved72 experts involved  
in total from 61in total from 61  
organisations organisations 

Rea d a nd 
downloa d the  

report

https://stories.evpa.eu.com/
https://evpa.eu.com/knowledge-centre/publications/15-years-of-impact
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Charter of Investors forCharter of Investors for  
ImpactImpact

The “Charter of investors for im pact” is a docum ent thatThe “Charter of investors for im pact” is a docum ent that  
sets out ten principles that define and drive of investorssets out ten principles that define and drive of investors  
for im pact.for im pact.

Sign the  Cha rte r!

Investing for Impact: Ordinary WorkInvesting for Impact: Ordinary Work  
for Extraordinary Peoplefor Extraordinary People

Meet Lars, the founder of Unicus, an IT com pany that hires people withMeet Lars, the founder of Unicus, an IT com pany that hires people with  
autism  and tap into their strengths and attention to detail! Discover how ourautism  and tap into their strengths and attention to detail! Discover how our  
m em ber, Ferd Social Entrepreneurs has supported Unicus over the years.m em ber, Ferd Social Entrepreneurs has supported Unicus over the years.  
This is a great exam ple of what investing for im pact m eans.This is a great exam ple of what investing for im pact m eans.

Rea d more  a bout  the  s tory

Go to the next priorityGo to the next priority

https://evpa.eu.com/sign-the-charter
https://stories.evpa.eu.com/unicus-ferd-social-entrepreneurs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXKP7QSt1cg
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ConclusionConclusion
Establishing this Partnership has increased EVPA’s ability to workEstablishing this Partnership has increased EVPA’s ability to work  
closely with EU institutions and better represent the interest of itsclosely with EU institutions and better represent the interest of its  
m em bers by strengthening the links between Europeanm em bers by strengthening the links between European  
institutions and practitioners while voicing the concerns andinstitutions and practitioners while voicing the concerns and  
expectations of EVPA m em bers to EU policy m akers directly.expectations of EVPA m em bers to EU policy m akers directly.

Rea d more  a bout  our work

Thanks for readingThanks for reading  
our report!our report!
Feel free to reach out if you haveFeel free to reach out if you have  
any questions.any questions.

https://evpa.eu.com/
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